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by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send two
copies of their testimony to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, United States Senate, Wash-
ington, DC 20510-6150.

For further information, please con-
tact Tara Billingsley at 202-224-4756 or
Britni Rillera at 202-224-1219.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to hold a
hearing during the session of the Sen-
ate on Friday, February 16, 2007, at 10
a.m., in SD—430.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. SALAZAR. I ask unanimous con-
sent that Avril Haines, a detailee from
the Department of State for the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, be grant-
ed the privileges of the floor for the du-
ration of the debate on S. 574 and any
motions related thereto.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

REMOVAL OF INJUNCTION OF SE-
CRECY—TREATY DOCUMENT NO.
110-1

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, as in ex-
ecutive session, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the injunction of secrecy be
removed from the following treaty
transmitted to the Senate on February
16, 2007, by the President of the United
States:

Land-Based Sources Protocol to
Cartagena Convention (Treaty Docu-
ment No. 110-1).

I further ask unanimous consent that
the treaty be considered as having been
read the first time; that it be referred,
with accompanying papers, to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations and or-
dered to be printed; and that the Presi-
dent’s message be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The message of the President is as
follows:

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith, for the advice
and consent of the Senate to ratifica-
tion, the Protocol Concerning Pollu-
tion from Land-Based Sources and Ac-
tivities (the ‘‘Protocol’”) to the Con-
vention for the Protection and Devel-
opment of the Marine Environment of
the Wider Caribbean Region, with An-
nexes, done at Oranjestad, Aruba, on
October 6, 1999, and signed by the
United States on that same date. The
report of the Secretary of State is en-
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closed for the information of the Sen-
ate.

The Convention for the Protection
and Development of the Marine Envi-
ronment of the Wider Caribbean Region
(the ‘‘Cartagena Convention’) is a re-
gional framework agreement nego-
tiated under the auspices of the Re-
gional Seas Program of the United Na-
tions Environment Program (UNEP). It
sets out general legal obligations to
protect the marine environment of the
Gulf of Mexico, Straits of Florida, Car-
ibbean Sea, and immediately adjacent
areas of the Atlantic Ocean—collec-
tively known as the Wider Caribbean
Region. The United States became a
Party to the Cartagena Convention in
1984. The Cartagena Convention envi-
sions the development of protocols to
further elaborate certain of its general
obligations and to facilitate its effec-
tive implementation.

Negotiated with the active participa-
tion and leadership of the United
States, the Protocol addresses one of
the most serious sources of marine pol-
lution in the Wider Caribbean Region.
It is estimated that 70 to 90 percent of
pollution entering the marine environ-
ment emanates from land-based
sources and activities. Among the prin-
cipal land-based sources of marine pol-
lution in the Caribbean are domestic
wastewater and agricultural nonpoint
source runoff. Such pollution contrib-
utes to the degradation of coral reefs
and commercial fisheries, negatively
affects regional economies, and endan-
gers public health, recreation, and
tourism throughout the region.

The Protocol and its Annexes list pri-
ority source categories, activities, and
associated contaminants that affect
the Wider Caribbean Region, and set
forth factors that Parties will be re-
quired to apply in determining preven-
tion, reduction, and control strategies
to manage land-based sources of pollu-
tion. In particular, the Parties are re-
quired to ensure that domestic waste-
water discharges meet specific effluent
limitations, and to develop plans for
the prevention and reduction of agri-
cultural nonpoint source pollution. The
Protocol is expected to raise standards
for treating domestic wastewater
throughout the region to levels close to
those already in place in the United
States.

The United States would be able to
implement its obligations under the
Protocol under existing statutory and
regulatory authority.

The Protocol is the first regional
agreement to establish effluent stand-
ards to protect one of our most valu-
able resources, the marine environ-
ment. It differs markedly from other,
similar regional agreements in its con-
ceptual approach and the specificity of
its obligations. As such, the Protocol is
expected to set a new standard for re-
gional agreements on this subject.
Early ratification will demonstrate our
continued commitment to global lead-
ership and to the protection of the ma-
rine environment of the Wider Carib-
bean Region.

February 16, 2007

I recommend that the Senate give
early and favorable consideration to
the Protocol and its Annexes, with the
declaration described in the accom-
panying report of the Secretary of
State, and give its advice and consent
to ratification.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 15, 2007.

———

APPOINTMENTS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair announces, on behalf of the mi-
nority leader, pursuant to Public Law
105-83, the reappointment of the fol-
lowing Senator to serve as a member of
the National Council on the Arts for a
term of 2 years: The Senator from Utah
(Mr. BENNETT).

The Chair, on behalf of the Vice
President, pursuant to Public Law 94—
304, as amended by Public Law 99-7, ap-
points the following Senators as mem-
bers of the Commission on Security
and Cooperation in Europe (Helsinki)
during the 110th Congress: the Senator
from Oregon (Mr. SMITH), the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. CHAMBLISS), the Sen-
ator from North Carolina (Mr. BURR),
and the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
BROWNBACK).

———

ORDERS FOR SATURDAY,
FEBRUARY 17, 2007

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 12 noon, Satur-
day, February 17; that on Saturday,
following the prayer and pledge, the
Journal of proceedings be approved to
date, the morning hour be deemed ex-
pired, and the Senate then resume con-
sideration of the motion to proceed to
S. 574, with the time until 1:45 p.m.
equally divided between the two lead-
ers or their designees with the Repub-
lican leader in control of the time be-
tween 1:25 to 1:35 p.m. and the majority
leader in control of the time between
1:35 and 1:45 p.m., and at 1:45 p.m. the
Senate proceed to the cloture vote on
the motion to proceed to S. 574.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL TOMORROW

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate stand adjourned under
the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:36 p.m., adjourned until Saturday,
February 17, 2007, at 12 noon.

———

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate February 16, 2007:

INTERNATIONAL BANK FOR RECONSTRUCTION
AND DEVELOPMENT

ELI WHITNEY DEBEVOISE II, OF MARYLAND, TO BE
UNITED STATES EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL BANK FOR RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOP-
MENT FOR A TERM OF TWO YEARS, VICE ROBERT B. HOL-
LAND, IIT, RESIGNED.
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